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POLICY:  
1. Specimens exempt from routine histopathological study and normal tissue review include those listed below. Appropriate documentation of the procedure is required on the patient chart to qualify for exemption. Any tissue may be studied if requested by a physician or deemed appropriate by the pathologist.

A. Cataract lens

B. Orthopedic appliances

C. Foreign bodies

D. Portion of rib removed to allow for operative exposure (if patient has a malignancy, it is recommended that the rib be examined for metastatic tumor in the marrow)

E. Toenails

F. Hernia sac (it is recommended that any portion of the specimen thought to be a regional lymph node, or other nodules of uncertain etiology, be examined by pathology)

G. Kidney stones

H. Vein segments from ligation and stripping procedures

I. Bowel resected at colostomy revision (it is recommended that if the original surgery was for a malignancy, the tissue should be examined)

J. Femoral heads surgically excised in therapy of osteoarthritis (all fractured femoral heads should be submitted to rule out malignancy)

K. Uvula removed for breathing obstruction

L. Bone resected from knee joint during total knee replacement

M. Bone fragments from repair of hallux valgus

N. Meniscus

O. Skin scar tissue

P. Excess skin removed by cosmetic surgery

Q. Placentas from non-complicated pregnancies

R. Foreskin recovered at circumcision

S. Adipose Tissue trimmings removed incidentally

T. Teeth or fragment of tooth (dispose of sharps)

U. Bullets, which are released to law enforcement representatives

V. Excess vaginal mucosa

W. Bone and cartilage from nasal surgery

X. Tonsils and/or adenoids in patients age 21 and under

Y. Hemorrhoids

Z. Tissue removed during carpal tunnel surgery

AA. Ear bones

AB. Middle ear ossicles

AC. Eyelid papilloma
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